Winter

Best wishes
for a
prosperous
2007!

ABC-Florida

Annual Report

My appointment as your state coordinator has been
renewed for another 2 years, | thank you for giving me
the opportunity to continue to serve. As we head west to
Annual Conference in Colorado, it's time to evaluate our
accomplishments, challenges, and goals. What really
matters is whether or not YOU believe that ABC is
addressing YOUR needs. If NOT, please let me know.
Remember, I'm working for YOU. I'll listen.

~ Elise, EliseABCFL@aol.com or 407 977-9338.

When | became state coordinator in June of 2004,
there were 175 members in Florida. Today Florida
claims the 2nd largest state membership! I'm
proud as can be at reaching 300 members in Florida,
when we were at 213 a year ago. When | was asked
recently what | attribute to that success, | had to
respond, that it's the growth of our LNGs.

Local Networking Groups (LNGs).  Florida’s
LNGs are some of the best in the nation—or the world
for that matter. The Central Florida West (Tampa
area) LNG with Tammy Waterman, Lori Lakus, and
Paula Deartiaga is thriving. Central Florida East
(Orlando) has had a great year of growth under the
leadership of Elisa Delgardio and Lisa Konecny. Lori
Patterson is getting south Florida up to speed (see
page 3 and 4). And the Northeast LNG (Jacksonville)
is getting in gear with Heather Trimboli. We're making
great progress— but let’s not stop here. We need
additional groups in the panhandle, southwest Florida,
and Miami. If you're not attending an LNG meeting
near you—then help get one started.

Increase vendor membership.  We’re making
steady progress with 36 vendors members which is
more than double 16 in October 2005.

Professional education and development
opportunities. I didn’t think we could have had a
better meeting after East Meets West in February, but
the August Southeast Regional Conference was an
astounding success with 89 attendees (see page 2).
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198 \ Novices and Novice ()

With sessions by Barbara Wallace and Heather
Snively, it targeted seasoned wedding professionals.

If you haven't visited www. ABC-Florida.com website,
then stop reading this and visit our website. You can
find information and registration links to every ABC
meeting or workshop in the state here.

Apprentice opportunities for novices.
I'd like to acknowledge each and every one who has or
is contributing to this effort. It's definitely working.

Communications. In addition to our quarterly
newsletter with added color produced by Bill Parkison
of Sound & Visual Concepts, Heather Trimboli has
made our website, www.abc-florida.com, an effective
communication tool. If we don’t have your e-mail, all
LNG meetings are listed. Please keep your e-mail up to
date to receive LNG meeting notices.

We’'re hosting Annual Conference in 2007 at

the Wyndham in Orlando!  I'm thrilled to have this
opportunity to showcase our Florida membership to the
world! ~Elise



Southeast Regional Meeting—Taking it to the TOP

The (Not) Just for Novices Workshop was a great
success with 45, including David Wood, in
attendancel!

The Central Florida West LNG produced the
evening reception with a Mardis Gras theme. Chuck
and Rita Weirich entertained over 90 attendees!

Awards were presented to LNG co-directors: Paula
Deartiaga, Elisa Delgardio, Lisa Konecny, Lori
Lakus, andTammy Waterman to recognize their
efforts for the past year.

Ouir first “Event Fair” provided an opportunity
for members to show off their weddings
with the following awards:
Over 100k — Robert Meli
Under 100k — Elaine Cordeau
Most Unusual — Connie Matey
Over The Top — Heather Snively
Most Budget Conscious — Chuck Weirich
Judge’s Favorite — Jenny McCloud
Honorable Mentions — Bobbi Hicks

and Dawn Gurley

Barbara Wallace — Photo by A Touch of Romance

Monday’s Taking it to the Top
fulfilled it's promise. With David
Wood, ABC President to get us
started, over 80 attendees were
inspired by Barbara Wallace,
MBC, CSEP, author of
"Wedding Vendor Handbook -
Get to the Top and Stay There,"
followed by a delightful luncheon
planned by the Central Florida
East LNG, with Nyda Bittman—
Neville speaking.

Nyda
Bittman-Neville

After lunch, to keep everyone

Tuesday Luncheon setup by Elisa Delgardio, Co-director
CFE LNG — Photo by Ed Medici, A Touch of Romance

ABC Jugglers: Trina Fard, Marc Burgess, Jenny McCloud,
and Val Dailey

Heather Snively — Photo by A Touch of Romance

on their toes, Dave Finnigan taught us all how to

“Juggle Multiple Priorities,” with a little juggling lesson.

Our day was completed with Heather Snively’'s
presentation on Wedding Psycho-Logic 101.
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This polo is designed specifically for a woman.
The flattering V-neck Johnny collar adds a stytishch. The
100% Pima cotton jersey tight-knit jersey fabridwally
eliminates "show through" and is softer and strarip@an most
other fabrics. This polo is designed to help yakigood and
feel comfortable throughout your longest and hataesdding
setup. Men’s polo is also available. In stock shate island
blue with ABC logo in navy, but may be ordered Iitey
burgundy, navy or black.

SM | Color MED Color LG Color XL Color

Ladies

Mens

Name:

Address:

City: , State: __ ZIP

Phone: E-mail:

Total $ .00

Mail check to ABC-Florida, 660 Neile Ct.,
Oviedo, FL 32765 or pay online via
www.paypal.com with payment to
EliseABCFL@aol.com. Include color(s),
size(s), and shipping address. Please allow
4—6 weeks for production of custom
colors/sizes.

Ready, set, GO!

We're off to host the 2007 Annual Conference at the
Wyndham Orlando Resort.

Block your new 2007 calendar with the dates,

as this will be the meeting you can't afford to miss!
Don't procrastinate—watch for and take advantage
of Earlybird Registration Specials—coming SOON!

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER INPUT :
Jan 1, 2006. Watch for your Winter
ABC-Florida Sunshine Dialog in late January, 2007.

Suggested Reading

Sure you're busy, can't make it to
meetings, but with the new year
approaching, I'm sure you've got
at least a few resolutions. Try:

E-Vent Education: But Are You
Making Any Money? http://
thespecialeventshow.com/
OnTopic/money/index.html

Time Management for Event
Planners: Expert Techniques
and Time-Saving Tips for Orga-
nizing Your Workload, Prioritiz-
ing Your Day, and Taking Con-
trol of Your Schedule

Judy Allen, Wiley, June 2005
ISBN: 0-470-83626-1, $34.95
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web hosting domain registration
custom designed websites email accounts with webmail
options starting as low as $5/month

Contact Heather@firstcoastweddings.com or visit
www.bridalconsultants.org for more information
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