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www.ABC -Florida.com  

Would you like to attend ABC -Florida 
Southeast Regional Meeting August 
20-22 in St. Augustine?  
ABC-Florida is sponsoring one registration to 
this meeting.   
To qualify you must: 

¶ Be an ABC member in good standing  

¶ Have attended at least one ABC-Florida 
Local Networking Group (LNG) meeting in 
2010 prior to contest deadline 

¶ Must have the availability to attend the 
entire conference. 

If you meet these qualifications you will then 
submit an essay with a minimum of 150 
words.   

Topic:  Your opinion countséTell us what you 
like/dislike about The Association of Bridal 
Consultants Florida-Branch Local Networking 
Group meetings, and what you would suggest 
to improve the overall experience.  

Please submit your essay via email to 
lisa@elegantweddingsbylisa.com.   

Deadline to submit is July 15, 2010.    

The member with the winning essay will be 
notified before August 1st, 2010.  

*Please note the scholarship will include The 
opening cocktail reception, Saturday and 
Sunday educational sessions and Saturday 
night off site event.  Should you choose to 
stay at the host hotel this will be at your own 
expense.  If you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to contact Lisa and ask.   

Canõt Afford to 
Attend 
Southeast 

Regional Fall 
Meeting?  
Can You Act 
Fast?  

CAN YOU AFFORD TO MISS ALL THIS?  

 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:  
Shining Bright and Standing Out   

Ana Cruz, Ana Cruz Event Planning 
Destiny - What's Yours?  

Linnyette Richardson-Hall, Premiere Event Management 
Etiquette and Service Revival  

Sandra Monahan, MBC 

 BREAKOUT SESSIONS:  
Establishing Your Wedding Day Time Line   

Anna Marie Wintercorn MBC, Elegant Weddings & Events  
2010 Internet Strategy for Your Business   

Joe Lemire President/Chief Innovator, Elyk Innovation, Inc 
Branding Yourself to Stand Out in the Social Network Ocean  

David Hanscom, Mentor To Winners & Y? Entertainment, Inc. 
Linen Practical Skills  

Connie Duglin Linen  
Guidance For Your Brides As They Tiptoe Through The Tulips   

Lynette Self, Rose of Sharon European Florists 
Cashing In on Customer Service   

Elisa Delgardio CSEP, PBC, A Flair for Affairs 
Regular registration www.abcsegional.eventbrite.com  

 through July 31st includes:  
Friday:  Optional Sandals training session 4:00 - 6:30 pm 

Welcome Reception 
Saturday:  Keynote Speakers and Breakout Sessions (above) 

Off-site event in historic downtown St. Augustine 
Sunday:  Expanding Horizons: Etiquette and Service Revival 
Breakfast and Lunch Saturday and Sunday 
Guest rooms are available at the Renaissance Resort for $109 sin-

gle/$129 double per night. Call 800-266-9432 to reserve  

http://www.abcseregional.eventbrite.com/
http://www.abcseregional.eventbrite.com
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generously donated from our ABC Corporate 
Office and Kathy DeMarco who walked away 
with the prize for best hat! 

Thank you again to all of the wonderful vendors 
that made this Central Florida West Meeting 
possible and a quick note to all of the Vendor 
Members who work at a Venue, host a meeting! 
It is a great way to showcase your property to a 
number of industry colleagues and it shows you 
are proud to be an ABC Member! 

Central Florida West Tea Party  

~ Jessica Giordano, ABC 

I recently had the honor of hosting my second 
ABC Event and this one was a blast! Typically 
our Central Florida West LNG is held in the 
evening as a fun, cocktail style event but for this 
event, we switched it up and have a ñhigh teaò 
event during the lunch hour which was a first for 
me. 

Guests arriving on the Emerald Greens 
Terrace, wearing their best Tea Party Hats, 
were greeted with mimosas and ABC Members 
from as far as Orlando. Once we finished our 
networking hour we made our way to the 
Ballroom. 

The room and the décor were stunning. Connie 
Duglin provided linen that made the Emerald 
Greens Ballroom light up like spring with pinks, 
lavenders, yellows and greens. The Chiavari 
Chairs from Coast to Coast Rentals added the 
extra touch of class to complete our Tea Party 
feel. 

Guests were treated to a real tea menu 
complete with chilled strawberry soup, fresh 
fruit salad, tea sandwiches, chocolate covered 
strawberries and of course a selection of teas 
adorned with the most adorable tea pot sugar 
cubes. 

Elizabeth Ayers with National League of Junior 
Cotillions gave us a quick presentation on how 
she is preparing the kids she teaches now to be 
the best brides we get in the future and shared 
some funny stories on RSVPôs she has 
received both from her students and adults. 
Lovelynn Jensen then gave us a wonderful 
demonstration on how to give our brides the 
ñPlatinum Lookò on the ñTin Can Budget.ò I am 
wondering how many attendees knew how to 
swag linen before they walked into that room? It 
goes to show you can always take away new 
information from every LNG Meeting! Everyone 
also walked away with their emergency kits 
complete with pearl pins and rubber bands, a 
copy of the Tea Party Planner that was 

(L to R) Evelyn Duran, Kerline Docteur, Jessica Giordano 

and Staci Mandikas show off their hats.  

(L to R) Toni Tassoni, Jamie Morton, and Tammy  

Waterman are ready for tea. 
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Local Networking Group Contacts  

LNG meetings are listed on our website, www.ABC-Florida.com.  
Panhandle  

Samantha Jackson, PBC 850-221-3638 Samantha@samanthajacksonweddings.com 

West (Pensacola) 
Rhonda Ray  850-554-0472 rhonda@r2mediaonthenet.com 
Ed Spencer  850-484-4911  info@1stdayentertainment.com 

Central (Destin/Ft. Walton Beach) 
Amanda Peterson  850-420-1335 Amanda@oceanbreezeweddings.com 

Stacy Green 850.314.9448 foreveridowed@aol.com 
East (SantaRosa Beach/Panama City Beach) 

Christina Gshwandtner  850-303-2426 Christina@feteevents.com 

Shelby Peaden  850-685-9186 info@shelbypeadenevents.com 

Northwest  
Danette Saylor  850-212-0438 info@goldengatherings.com 
Seeking additional co-director 

Central Florida West - Tampa, St. Petersburg, Clearwater  
Tamara Waterman, ABC 727-343-0800 tammy@eventsbyspecialmoments.com 

Jaime Morton  813-494-6865 jaime@swankshindigs.com 

Staci Mandikas  813-426-5280 staci@uniqueeventdesign.com 

Central Florida East - Orlando - Daytona - Melbourne  
Elisa Delgardio, PBC  407 896-1476 orlandocoordin8tor@earthlink.net 

Kerline Docteur, PBC  321 662-9125 kerline@joiedevieevents.com 

Victoria Buus  321-674-8775  info@elegantimageryphoto.com 

Evelyn Duran  407-962-0838  sebyevelyn@gmail.com 

Northeast - Jacksonville - St. Augustine - to Palm Coast  
Lisa Burnett, MBC  904-268-1429 lisa@elegantweddingsbylisa.com 

Cheryl Raby  904-226-4658  cheryl@avowtwokeep.com 
Cassandra Cherneski   

South  
West Palm BeachðNEW! 

Rosmary Posada, PBC 561-433-8002 bellachiccompany@yahoo.com 
Susan Sachs  561-622-8586  susans@greateventsfl.com 

Susan Bubis  561-622-8586  szbubis@greateventsfl.com 

Ft. Lauderdale 
Lori Patterson, ABC  954 927-8899 info@amaffair.com 
Carmen Mesa, ABC  954-649-7441 cceventdesigns@aol.com 

Melda Fischer  954-752-0002  ElegMemories@aol.com 

Miami 
Maria Diaz  305-205-8139  cadibridalinc@bellsouth.net 

Martha Garcia  305 386-6011  mgarcia@atreasuredmomentbymartha.com 

Mercedes Dos Santos  305-607-3251 mekasocreations@gmail.com 

Bahamas now has a country coordinator!  
Paulette Davis, PBC  242-341-5927 amouraffairs@gmail.com 

Now weôre in the process of adopting Bermuda 

ñDJò David Jay with Elise Enloe, Samantha 

Jackson and Mike Colon following the 
June 9ths meeting at Water Color 
Resort in Panama City Beach. Visit 
www.30atelevision.com/play.php?vid=
1224  for local TV coverage of the 

June Panhandle meeting.  

Panhandle LNG  

2010 ABC -Florida  

Calendar  

July  

23-35 

Brides Against Breast Cancer 
Gown Saleð Jacksonville 
bridesagainstbreastcancer.org 

Aug 

 21-22 

Fall Southeast Regional/ Florida 
State Meeting Jacksonville 
abcseregional.eventbrite.com 

Aug 

28-29 

Brides Against Breast Cancer 
Gown SaleðDeerfield Beach 
bridesagainstbreastcancer.org 

Sept 

18 

(Not) Just for Novices 
WorkshopðSarasota-Venice 
abcflnovicefall2010.eventbrite.com 

Nov  

7-9 

Annual Conference: Hot, HOTT, 
Haute, Phoenix, AZ 
businessofbrides.com 
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Brides Against Breast Cancer ñMiami  

Summer time in South Florida isnôt the best time of year for a 
fundraising sale, but even with the low bride turnout, we still 
raised over $16,000. 25 out of the 66 recorded brides pur-
chased dresses or made a deposit on a dress.  

We are already having a great response to our next sale which 
will take place on August 28 & 29 at the Hilton Deerfield 
Beach.  If any ABC members would like to come down and  
volunteer that would be great.  Please contact Lori Patterson, 
954-658-3001. 

http://www.30atelevision.com/play.php?vid=1224
http://www.30atelevision.com/play.php?vid=1224
http://www.abcseregional.eventbrite.com


Tampa. 

When you go through the doors of 
the museum, all you can see is art 
work from different artists. There are 
no pictures allowed at the museum 
at all. Each art work is described 
with a brief description of the artist 
and their work. 

The food was to die for; we had: 
Mojitos at the museum entrance, 
wine tasting in the atrium, Panini 
station and Beer in the Sona Café. 

Guest speaker of the evening was 
Bryan Coward from Tampa 
Wonderworks and he spoke about 
the world of video and outlining the 
current trends, the presentation 
trends, the presentation was done 
at the Lecture Hall. Our 
photographer of the evening was 
Tina Bass from Tina Bass 
Photography.  
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~Ruthie Turner, PBC Costa del 

Sol Weddings, St. Petersburg 

Iôve been a member of ABC since 
November of 2006 and I never 
thought about writing about a 
meeting, until Tammy talked me into 
it. and I have to say itôs been a 
wonderful experience being a part 
of such a great organization. I have 
learned so much from attending 
seminars, workshops and meetings. 
I enjoy going to the networking 
meetings every month, because it 
gives me an opportunity to learn 
more about the industry as well 
catch up with other planners. 

I attended our Florida West Central 
Meeting on May 27th at the Tampa 
Museum. WOWé the place is 
amazing! The view is spectacular 
with the skyline of downtown Tampa 
as well as the view of University of 

Fall (Not) Just for Novices Workshop  

Register at 
abcflnovicefall2010.eventbrite.com 

As we go to press, weôre still working 
out overnight accommodations as 
Bentleyôs Resort is renovating all 
their rooms and canôt promise that 
theyôll be done in time.  

Our second Not 
Just for Novices 
Workshop has 
been scheduled 
for Western 
Florida with a 
unique ñhands onò 
opportunity that 
will provide not 
only our  
6-hour workshop 
on Saturday, 
September 18th , 

but for a select 
few, there is an 
opportunity to 
represent the Association of Bridal 
Consultants and Brides Against 
Breast Cancer at the Weddings of 
Venice Bridal Show on Sunday, 
September 19th. 

Central Florida East LNG is excited 
to announce Mark Kingsdorf , 

Master Bridal Consultant and 
Owner of The Queen of Hearts 
Wedding Consultants, as our guest 
speaker for Octoberôs luncheon!
Clear your calendar for Thursday 
October 14 th (special date!) and 
plan to join us at the Orlando 
Airport Marriott  for an incredibly 
informative and dynamic seminar 
in conjunction with our final 
luncheon of 2010.  
A little about Mark : Since 
launching The Queen of Hearts 
Wedding Consultants, Mark has 
been featured in USA Today, The 
Wall Street Journal, Martha 
Stewart Weddings as well as many 
national and regional wedding 
publications; Mark has appeared 
on NBC 10, Fox Good Day and 
CN8's - 

Newsmakers, Money Matters 
Today and Morning Show and was 
a featured consultant on the 2006 
season of the Style Network's 
"Whose Wedding Is It Anyway?" 
and" HGTVôs Ultimate Wedding 
Guide". He has been a featured 
speaker for numerous wedding and 
event industry conferences and his 
writing has been published locally 
and nationally.  
Watch the Florida ABC website 
(www.abc-florida.com) for more 
details and registration information! 

Central Florida West LNG - May Meeting  

With a òHands-Onó  

Opportunity  

Central Florida East  

http://www.abc-florida.com/
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2010 Invitation Trends  

~Sylvia Nikitas, AWV, Paper 

Dance, Ormond Beach, FL 

BE REGAL - The ñITò color of the 
2010 season is Purple. What an 
elegant way to lend a majestic 
overtone and romantic undertone 
to oneôs wedding stationery! Donôt 
hesitate to accent tints and shades 
of this palette with oranges, 
greens, and blue accents. In 
addition to color, always consider 
the quality of the paper stock and 
the printing process, for both 
greatly influence the overall 
appearance of the invitation. 

BE NATIVE  - The color orange is 

not only synonymous with the 
Sunshine State, but with this 
seasonôs top colors as well. From 
bold citrus to fall leaves, this color 
easily transcends the seasons 
adding warmth to the rich colors of 

nature. Think warm thoughts with 
vibrant reds, sharp peach tones 
and yellows, avoiding pastelsea. 

BE ECO-FRIENDLY - Look for 

invitations that are easy on the 
eyes as well as the earth. Select 
natural embellishments to enhance 
your invitation, such as ribbons in 
cotton or silk. (Raffia is ñoutò for 
2010.) Themes inspired by nature 
have retained their popularity as 
have birds and butterflies. 

BE TOGETHER- Monograms 

remain as popular as ever this 
year, but kalograms are taking the 
lead with stylized full names of the 
bride and groom. 

BE ORIGINAL ï Success is ñin the 

cards,ò as a memorable event 
begins with a well-designed  
invitation. Custom invitations 

remain in demand and reflect a 
coupleôs signature style and tone 
of the wedding day. Opt to be bold 
this season and celebrate with 
strong colors and patterns, 
including floral motifs, geometrics 
and art deco designs. Gray 
returning as a strong neutral. The 
current trend encourages all 
pieces of a set to reflect continuity 
by following the same design. 
Where papers used to be plain in 
color and isolated from the primary 
piece, they now offer a unified 
look. The envelopes should 
coordinate design traits as well. 

Sylvia Nikitas will be presenting  
A Passion for Paper and  
Personalization  at ABCôs 2010 
Business of Brides Annual Con-
ference along with Elayne Barker 
and Gayle OôDonnell, ABCôs ñPaper 
Divas.ò  

The Oil Spill: Florida Beaches Clear for Now  

~Amanda Peterson, PBC, Ocean 

Breeze Weddings and Events, 
Fort Walton Beach FL 

With all the media up in arms about 
the oil spill causing some brides to 
cancel their destination weddings in 
Northwest Florida, the local area is 
strongly working on correcting the 
perception that our beaches are 
covered in oil. We are fighting back 
to save our beaches and industry! 
Samantha Jackson, Local Network-
ing Director for the Florida 
Panhandle says ñTo be honest, the 
media is making it worse than it is. 
That is the biggest problem. 
Nevertheless, we are preparing 
game plans for worst case 
scenarios to provide clients with 
backup/inside/alternate locations. 
We have also offered to help any 
vendors at no charge who need 
help finding backup/alternate 
locations if it comes down to that. 

Weôre having meetings to discuss 
and work together to have a more 
"unified" cancellation/refund policy. 

ABC members and local area 
businesses are working together to 
show how the beaches in 

Northwest Florida are just as 
beautiful as ever and are open for 
swimming, surfing, tanning and of 
course, beautiful places to get 
married! With all of the news 
showing horrible scenes that are 
actually taken in Louisiana, only 80 
miles from the oil spill, and then 
publishing those pictures while 
discussing the Florida beaches, 
some brides are getting scared. 
However, ABC members are 
working hard to counteract those 
pictures: 

Christina Gshwandtner, Fete 
Events has been giving their brides 
the daily update information from 
www.bswupdate.com. 

Stacy Green, PBC, Forever I Do 
Weddings  has taken to the social 

media promoting our wonderful 
beaches. They have posted live 
webcams on their Facebook page 
and are taking daily pictures to 

show that there is no oil on our 
beaches. 

Amanda Peterson, PBC, Ocean 
Breeze Weddings and Events  

repeatedly goes to the prospective 
wedding sites and takes personal 
pictures of the beaches for their 
brides. 

Samantha Jackson, PBC, 

Samantha Jackson Weddings  is 
setting up a proactive effort to help 
brides relocate their ceremony in 
the case of a future issue with the 
oil. 

Shelby Peaden Events is 

attending the local oil meetings and 
distributing the information to the 
ABC membership and her brides. 
(continued next page)  
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Besides ABC members, the local 
government and businesses are 
taking a proactive stance.  Okaloosa 
County has made the national news 
by defying the federal government 
and taking a hands-on approach to 
protect our beaches.  Louisiana has 
been waiting for the federal 
government to approve funds for 
booms where as Okaloosa county 
purchased their own booms outside 
government approval and set up an 
underwater ñair currentò that forms 
an air wall and pushes the oil away 
from our beaches. The actions are 
working and our beaches are having 
minimal issues.  The local cleanup 
crews have instated a number to 
call when tar balls are found and 
within 2 hours the crews are there 
cleaning up the area. Walton 
County has been following 
Okaloosa in their protection of the 
beaches and is very active in getting 
the word out. 

As the summer progresses and 

currents change, Northwest Florida 

is up to the challenge in protecting 

our beaches and our industry. ABC 

members are active in defeating the 

doom and gloom attitude of some 

media and we hope the rest of the 

ABC membership helps us by 

spreading the word.  Please check 

out what is going on at 

www.bswupdate.com and let the 

industry know that Florida is still a 

great place to get married! 

No Oil (continued)  

The next ABC LNG Panhandle 
meeting is August 11  at Shark's 
Tooth Clubhouse in Wild Heron! 
This meeting will actually be a 
party meeting! Everyone can 
relax and have a good time with 
awesome music and food! Watch 
for e-mail updates and visit 
www.abc-florida.com for details. 

ABC-Florida Annual Conference Scholarship  

Iôd like to publicly thank each of the ABC-Florida members who applied 
for the ABC-Florida Scholarship to attend Annual Conference in 
Phoenix. 
YESðwe received 10 applications so the scholarship will 

continue next year.  

Application essays were reviewed by a team of former ABC-Florida 
Scholarship recipients who have made a selection. The winner will be 
notified of selection in the next few weeks, but until then, youôll have to 
wait until the Southeast Regional meeting or next newsletter to read 
the winning essay and meet Floridaôs next attendee to Annual 

Conference.  

Have you registered yet? Visit www.BusinessofBrides.com to see why 

YOU should be attending.  

http://www.bswupdate.com



